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hitter crouches at home plate, the baseball cracks off the bllt for

a hit, and there's ar loud roar-from the tub. Carolyn Feldsine,

up to her chin in br-rbbles, is enjoying a favorite doublehcader:

taking ir leisLrrcly Saturday bath and cheering otr the houle

tear-n. (larolvt-t's soaking tub, rvith a vierv of Lake Washineton

on one sicle and a recessecl flat-sct'een television on atlother' is

iust one o1-thc nraster-batlr artreuities she and her husbarrd, Phil' enjov in

their recentlt'cottstructcci houte otr l\4ercer Island in Washir-rgtorl.

t)csignecl bv irrcl-ritcct NIrrlk Elstel atrcl interior designer Patncla

l)ealcc, thc bcautitirlli' appointed rctreat sirtist.ies the couple's olcl-l'orld

scnsibilitics. Ilut the spacc rtlso acct'rtlrtllodittes bustling n'orkdiiv

prcpruations rnd dlopping-in-fbr--a-clip visits frorn their tirrcc kicls'

rirnging in rgc tiorrt (r to Il.
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Archiiect Mark Elster'iircorporated three architectural

columns into lhe vanity design. Linen-closet columns flank

the two vanities, and a central column in befween holds

mirror-doored medicine cabinets. Nickel light fixtures
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"\\hen rve rvere desigrtirtg the bath, rvc rr'ittttecl seP.lrilte r'.ttlities str

rve rvoulcl both be irblc to use the spiicc rr'ithout clisturbirtg each other,"

Carolyn recalls. "lv{y life is busl'atrcl noisv, so I tvatrtecl it to be serene,

calm, ruc-l tinreless. I also rvarrted it to l'crr rvell, because rve hitve three

children aurcl nrany pcts. \\'e stayecl trr''tv fiorl shiltv slrt'faces; itlsteird

there's turlblcd stone, cracklcd firtishes, arrci hattrrtterecl-trickcl sirlks thrt
don't slrorv finuerprrints, scratchcs, or watet'trtitrks."

Elster nraxinizccl the l8xll-firot space b)' rnanipLrlating ccilirlg

heights irncl vanitv lcngths. He vaultecl the ceilirrg to create vertical sparce

fbr an arched rvindorv ancl the scluare tr.rb, tvhich rvas cttstotrr-coutourecl

tirr Carolvn's reclining [rocl1'. "Carolyn clressed in'grLrbbies,'irnd the tile

sctter pLlt clorvn hcirr,l' nresh, rvhich she sat in," Elstel savs. "The rtresll

took her shape, thcn the tile settel lppliecl the tile over the rtresh firrm."

Thc brth also incorporatcs Carolyrr's lovc tlf tta-ttttral, rottgh textttres.

Sandl'-hued antirlr.reci plaster rvalls firshiorr r rveathcrccl backdrop lbr'

honecl, turlblcd, irnd pillorved linrcstone; ceratlic tilcs; and crackle-

flnishecl vluitics that line Lrp rrcloss fl'onr the tr,rb irnd shorver. "Caroll'n

l-rates stanchrd vanities," Elstet' sitvs. "\\'e designed untrttecl furniturelike

pieces-rvith thc suggestion of feet at the toc'-kicks lrtcl recessed

picrcecl-rnetal scrccn cloors-that rlaxinizecl the spacc. \Ve inclucled

three colunrnar crbinets. \\'ith fiiezes detrnccl by cove nrolclings at'ottttcl

the top, thc ccllunrrrs read as alchitectunl eletlcnts irtstead of calrinets."

That's just rvhnt Citrolvu hird irt ntirrcl. "l like strorte strltctures,"

Carol,vn says. "l'nr a big t-rn of tile and stotte-l love the texture attd

subtle nrovcmcnt thev bring to a roonr, and I like the cracklecl trnish-
thev're ageless, un pleclictable, rrnd inrperf-ect."

Frorr t.ixtures ancl finishes to furnishings and furrction, thc Feldsines

have found the birthroonr a perf-ect tlt. "Phil has the televisiou ou in the

molning to look at the nelvs ancl loves the shorvet'because it has a u'in-

dor,r' and a lake vierv," Carol,vn sarl's. "l can't think of artything to change.

I lvake up everv cla),and thirrk rvhat a lrrckv wot-nill1 I nrn." xgt
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